CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS 

KEY NO. 14 – THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERING IN OUR CHRISTIAN WALK

God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. (Ephesians 2:10) As we follow His plan for our life we will see the lives of many other people impacted for eternity.  God’s plan for our life is far bigger that we could ever imagine (Ephesians 3:20) and it unfolds one step at a time as we allow the Lord to direct our steps in life. Learning to walk in victory as a Christian is the key to seeing our lives impacting the lives of those around us. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) However in this life we have a very real adversary (the Devil) who will try and continually distract and discourage us from following God’s plan for our life. (READ THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER: MARK 4:1-9 & MARK 4:13-20)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12) To the church in Corinth the Apostle Paul wrote, “For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us,” (2 Corinthians 1:8-10)
As Christians we can be assured that when Jesus is truly Lord of our life, God is still sovereign in those times of our life when we are encountering great trials and that He will make a way where there seems no way, in His timing. Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.” (Matthew 10:29)
As Christians when we go through challenges in life they help us to become more like Christ (Romans 8:28-29), to grow in patience (James 1:2-4) and to become more dependent on God in all that we do in life (2 Corinthians 1:8-10) The trials that we go through in life also help to test the genuineness of our faith. The Apostle Peter wrote, “In this you greatly rejoice though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love…” (1 Peter 1:6-8)
The bible makes it clear that we must be over comers in our Christian walk (Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:26, 3:5, 3:21, 21:7)  and that we need perseverance and endurance to fulfill God’s plan for our life. The writer of the book of Hebrews wrote, “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:35-36)
Jesus also promised that those who persevered in their Christian walk would be kept from the hour of trial during the midst of the great tribulation. (Revelation 3:10) With the imminent return of the Lord how important it is that we are ready for His return. In the book of James we read, “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” The Devil fights for every lost soul. How important it is that we as believers persevere in our walk with the Lord, so that through our lives and Christian witness, many others will be plucked from the path leading to hell and destruction and become part of God’s kingdom as we faithfully love and serve the Lord. I will now share 7 keys that help us to lead an overcoming life and to resist the temptations that would try and pull us away from God’s best plan for our life.   
1) HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE (KNOWING GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE)
Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to stay focused when we are experiencing temptations and trials in our life. In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18) We have one short life to store up treasures for eternity. It is so important that we make the most of every day of our life. Knowing the will of God for our life and following His plan for our life is the key to living a life of fruitfulness and a life which is full of purpose and meaning. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
2) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE WORD OF GOD (Being both hearers and doers of the Word)  JOSHUA 1:7-8
Building our life on the Word of God helps us to overcome the challenges that we all experience in life. The Bible is full of wisdom and promises for all believers. Jesus said, “Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)
3) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF WORSHIP AND PRAYER (BUILDING OUR LIFE BASED ON A FIRM TRUST IN GOD)
Living a life in communion with the Lord helps us not to be overwhelmed by life’s challenges. Nothing is impossible for God. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

When we start worshipping the Lord during our trials and challenges, our problems begin to appear smaller. When Paul and Silas were in prison after being beaten for their faith, they began to pray and sing hymns to God. (Acts 16:20-26) As they did their chains broke off. God inhabits the praises of His people and is able to deliver us from adverse situations. In His presence is fullness of joy and liberty. The LORD blesses those who put their trust and hope in Him. (Jeremiah 17:7-8) As we seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, God promises to meet our every need. (Matthew 6:31-33) (Philippians 4:19) God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) If we keep our eyes on Jesus at all times we will not be overwhelmed by life’s challenges. The LORD promises to never leave not forsake us. (Heb. 13:5) Jesus said to His disciples, “…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)
4) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING CONTINUALLY FILLED WITH AND LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

Being filled with the Spirit and praying in the Spirit (Jude 20) helps to empower believers to lead an overcoming life and to be more effective in witnessing to the lost. In a world full of fallen demonic angels and evil spirits, it is very important to be continually filled with the right Spirit, the Holy Spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

Being close to the Lord and sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit is crucial for all believers. We need to be continually led by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14) so that we are able to make right choices in life. Being sensitive to the Holy Spirit helps us to make correct choices in life and safeguards us against the wiles of the Devil. (1 Peter 5:8-9) Jesus Himself said, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

5) BEING PLANTED IN A LOCAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP (FELLOWSHIPPING WITH OTHER BELIEVERS)
In a world where people can often be hostile to the things of God, it is important for all Christians to connect with other believers in a loving local church fellowship. In a world full of temptations, having accountability with other believers              (1 Peter 5:5) is also important in helping us to remain strong in our Christian walk. In the book of Hebrews we read, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
6) BEING CAREFUL ABOUT WHAT WE MEDITATE ON AND WHO WE CHOOSE AS FRIENDS

As Christians we must be careful what we look at and meditate on in life. With so many temptations in this world we must be careful what comes into our eyes and ears. The enemy is always looking for an opportunity to cause Christians to stumble and to discredit their witness. We must also be careful not to focus too much on the problems in our life, but rather be seeking the Lord for Him to turn our circumstances around. Discouragement comes when we take our eyes off Jesus (with whom nothing is impossible) and spend too much time focusing on the problems in our life. The Apostle Paul wrote what we should meditate on in the book of Philippians, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8) 
As Christians we need friends who will encourage us to fulfill God’s plan and destiny for our life and to live a godly life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33) In Proverbs 12:26 we read, “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  
7) BEING COMMITTED TO FINISHING WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO (Finishing our Christian walk strongly)

Early in His ministry here on earth, Jesus said to His disciples, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34) Near the end of His time here on earth Jesus said to His Father, “I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4) Jesus fulfilled His mission here on earth.
At the end of his life the Apostle Paul wrote, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:8-9)  LIKE THE APOSTLE PAUL WE MUST ALSO BE SIMPLY COMMITTED TO FINISHING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE HERE ON EARTH
